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“Hope
Happens
Here!”
“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the
LORD, ‘plans to prosper you, and not to harm you,
plans to give you a hope and a future’
-Jeremiah 29:11
National Back to Church Sunday began in 2009 as church
attendance in America was declining and church leaders began to
look for ways to involve their congregations in reaching out and
inviting friends, neighbors, and co-workers to come back to, or try
church for the first time.
Each September since then, organizers have set aside the third
Sunday in September as the day to encourage everyone to attend a
Bible-based church in their area and for church leaders to create a
welcoming, inviting environment for their visitors. Incredibly, since
2009, more than 4-million Christ-followers have participated through
over 40,000 churches and the movement continues to grow.
Once again this year, Valencia Presbyterian Church is participating
on Sunday, September 18, 2022! This year’s theme is “Hope
Happens Here!” Please take a moment and read the following words
of invitation based on a story in the Book of Acts. And, remember,
church is a place for all kinds of people: a place to ask questions and
a place for people on a journey!
The book of Acts relates a fascinating incident in the early days of
the church. Philip, one of Jesus’ followers, met an Ethiopian man on
a desert road between Jerusalem and Gaza. Philip, under the
guidance of God’s Holy Spirit, approached the regal chariot and saw
a scroll open on the man’s lap. “Do you understand what you’re
reading?” Philip asked. Without being embarrassed, the official
replied, “How can I unless someone explains it to me?” He invited
Philip to climb into the chariot and travel with him.

The Ethiopian was on a journey. He hadn’t arrived at his destination
yet when Philip met him. Philip joined him and traveled with him.
Even after Philip left, the Ethiopian had miles to go, but that was
okay.
The church is a place for people on a journey. Identification with a
church doesn’t mean you’ve arrived. Involvement in a church doesn’t
mean you’ve reached your destination. It is, however, a way to join
others who are on similar journeys. Like the Ethiopian, you and I may
have miles and miles to go, but that’s okay, because church is a
place for people who are on a journey, regardless of how far they’ve
traveled or how far they have to go. So come wherever you are and
be welcomed! This year, welcome someone else to join you for a
worship service at VPC!

-Pastor Jim Kirk

May 17, 2022
 MSC 9-0 to adopt the Core Discipleship
Model to be used at VPC starting Fall 2022.
 MSC 9-0 to approve reports of the Session,
Treasurer, Deacons and Pastor
 MSC 9-0 to approve Pastor Jim’s vacation
June 20-23
 Discussed vision of the nursery and children’s ministries at VPC
 We have 2 new children in Haiti through New Missions that we will be
supporting: Samuel and Tchousemy
 Desserts for Meals on Wheels have been supplied by AW Beattie two
days a week and church volunteers the other days.

June 21, 2022
 Meeting Cancelled
July 19, 2022
 MSC 8-0 to approve May Session Minutes (no June meeting)
 MSC 9-0 to approve Treasurer report
 Moving forward with building projects; letter will go out to congregation
 Ministries will be starting back up in September (Kids ROCK, Meal
with a Message, Bible Studies)
 MSC 8-0 to approve Pastor Jim’s vacation August31-September 1

Thank you to everyone who helped in any way to make the VPC
rummage sale a success. We raised $2,500.00 to help fund our
pointing of the bricks project. Many of the donations came from the
community. We had plenty of help this year setting up for the sale
and it was greatly appreciated. The leftovers will be picked up by a
group that supports veterans. Before we opened at 8am, there were
over 50 people waiting to get in and people just kept on coming all
day until 2pm. Thanks to our church family and friends of the church
for the success of this wonderful mission.
Annamary McMullen/Nancy Schaeffer

Please join the Discipleship Team in the Fellowship Hall immediately
following worship service to review the Curriculum, Guidelines and
Helpful Tips for the Kids ROCK ministry. This training is for anyone who
has already signed up or has an interest in helping with Kids ROCK over
the next year. Come, see what it is all about.

Valencia Presbyterian Church is seeking an individual to fill our need for a
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY COORDINATOR.
This position will develop and provide safe, structured, and supervised care
of children from newborns through school-age in a nurturing Christian
environment during church functions under the direction of the Pastor and
Discipleship Team.
This individual must be 18 years of age and be available to work Sunday
mornings and Wednesday evenings along with other days as determined
by individual ministries.
For more information, please see the complete job description at our
website or contact the church office.

Back to Church Sunday and Fall Ministry Kickoff – Sept. 18th

We will be kicking off our midweek

Meal with a Message
on Wednesday, September 21st
Dinner will be served at 6pm.
9/21
9/28
10/5
10/12
10/19
10/26
11/2
11/9
11/16

Pizza & Salad
Meatball Subs, Waffle Fries, Veggie Tray
Chicken Tenders & Mac N Cheese
Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Corn
Baked Chicken, Roasted Potatoes, Veggies
Italian Sausage Sandwiches, Tater tots
Lasagna, Salad, Rolls
Soup & Sandwiches
Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Salad

Bible Study will start at 7pm.
Kids up to grade 8 will stay in the Fellowship Hall
focusing on mission projects – “Being the Hands and Feet.”
Teens and Adults will meet in the sanctuary.
Their topic of study will be “Core Discipleship.”

COMMUNITY OUTREACH AT VPC
There are various ways that you are able to help members of the
community right here at Valencia Presbyterian Church. A few of those
opportunities are:

Community Food Pantry:
The wooden red box at the edge of our
parking lot contains nonperishable food
items as well as paper products such as
paper towels. People in need of food
are welcome to the food and other
products under the motto “Take what
you need, leave what you can.” Jill
Roda’s Girl Scout Troup has committed
to keeping the pantry stocked, but they
can use your help. Some of the items
they have been re-stocking often are:
canned soup, canned vegetables and
toilet paper. But anything you can spare
would be greatly appreciated.

Lighthouse Food Bank:
Each month, the VPC Mission Team asks for
and delivers specific items to the Lighthouse
Food Bank located on Route 8. This list is just
a suggestion and all donations of nonperishable items are accepted at any time.
There is a wooden box in the front of the
sanctuary where you can place your
donations.
January
February
March
April
May

Baby Products (Diapers, Wipes, Formula, Food)
Soup
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Paper Products (Paper Towels, Napkins, Toilet Tissue, Tissues,
Waxed Paper, Plastic Wrap, Foil)
June
Boxed Dinners
July
Pasta Dinner Supplies (Spaghetti Sauce, Tomato Sauce, Tomato
Paste, Spaghetti, Macaroni)
August
Picnic Supplies (Baked Beans, Ketchup, Mustard, Relish, Pickles)
September School Lunch Supplies (Peanut Butter, Jelly, Lunch Snacks)
October
Breakfast Items (Cereal, Pop Tarts, Granola Bars) and Drinks
(Coffee, Tea, Cocoa, Juice)
November Baking Supplies (Flour, Sugar, Baking Powder, Baking Soda,
Powdered Sugar, Brown Sugar)
December Christmas Dinner Supplies (Yams, Jello, Boxed Potatoes, Gravy
Mix, Cranberries, etc.)

Paralyzed Veterans:

You may donate small household goods or
clothing to benefit the services of the
Keystone Paralyzed Veterans of America by
placing them inside the red metal box at the
corner of the VPC parking lot. If you have
larger items that you would like to donate,
American Thrift Center will accept your
donations at its store in West Mifflin or you
can schedule a pickup by calling 412-4699663 or 412-469-9665.

1
16
16
18
21
22
23
25
26
28
29
29
29

SEPTEMBER
Adam Beal
Jim Boyce
Karen Lussier
Ruth Wilson
Matt McKinley
Paul Halenda
Karla Gill
Dawn Pasquinelli
Annemarie Kline
Katie Gill
Anne Hays
Lauren Lussier
Maddie Lussier

1
5
9
9
10
11
21
22
25
29
29

OCTOBER
Bill Wolfe
Oneta Perry
Lee Geortz
Jason Hennessy
Doris Schaeffer
Jill Roda
Anna Mae Farrar
Mary Snow
David Kline
Steve Fordenbacher
Gloria Utz

SEPTEMBER Harry and Karen Owens
Brian and Anne Hays
Kenny and Sarah Cline
Thomas and Shelley Gammell
Mike and Karla Gill
Ralph and Carla Hardt
Dan and Shannon Kennedy
Mike and Lisa Kramm
Ken and Pat Schultheis

3
7
9
12
13
15
15
16
18
24
24
28
29
30

NOVEMBER
Tammy Maihle
A.J. Snow
Elizabeth Roda
Ken Schultheis
Cadence Gill
John Peterman
Rose Snow
Kierstin Hennessy
Ken Trautman
Jay Maihle
Crystal Yurek
Rev. Jim Kirk
Rev. Gary Weston
Nadine Murphy

September 2, 1995
September 3, 2005
September 7, 2019
September 11, 1971
September 14, 1985
September 18, 2004
September 21, 2013
September 22, 1996
September 27, 1975

OCTOBER

Doug and Rebecca Mellinger

October 16, 2010

NOVEMBER

Dave and Annemarie Kline
John and Rae Anne Bosnyak

November 11, 1989
November 26, 1982

